TAKING GCCA AFRICA
TO THE NEXT LEVEL

GCCA onboards new Africa Director Paul Matthew
and finalizes Conference plans.

ith a strong board, growing membership and

events and a new director joining the team

in May, GCCA Africa is positioned to go from

strength to strength. Cold Facts caught up
with the team to hear the exciting plans and opportunities
ahead for this fascinating, challenging and opportunity-filled
region in the cold chain world.
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New Leadership
Paul Matthew started work as the new GCCA Meet Paul Matthew — GCCA’'s New Africa Director
Africa Director on May 3. He joined GCCA
after nearly six years as the Chief Executive Q: What attracted you to the role
of the Association of Meat Importers and here at GCCA?

Exporters in South Africa, and before that, he
spent eight years building a humanitarian pro- A: Having really enjoyed leading the work
gram tackling epidemic disease in the African of the South African meat import and
road haulage sector. export industry, I was keen to take on a

Chris Creed, Chief Executive of Vector new, broader challenge. In my previous
Logistics and Chairman of the GCCA Africa career, I worked on issues affecting logistics
Council, said, “We are delighted to have operations on the African continent, and I

recruited Paul; he brings exactly the right mix see a chance to do that again in this role.

of experience in advocacy, engagement and I am also fascinated by the issues - cold
entrepreneurialism that will help us take our chain is about so much more than trucks ,.:'/
organization to the next level” and warehouses. ﬁ‘\

AT
A Strong Foundation Q: Why do you think providing a

Matthew takes on the leadership role of an voice for the cold chain on the conti-

organization with an active, committed and nent of Africa is so important? to help us grow the cold chain across the

growing membership. The council and com- African continent. But there is also so

mittees have been hard at work reviewing A: Some of the biggest challenges and much governments can do to get in the

and setting policies to help shape and lead the opportunities that will shape the future of way of being able to accomplish that. We

African cold chain. our continent have a cold chain at their can’t assume they know this or will make
Adam Thocher, leading the GCCA's Inter- center. the right decisions if we don't participate in

national Membership program, underscores Delivering food security stands out at the conversation.

the value of collaboration among our African the top of that list. With a fast-growing

members. He says, “Their active participation population, ensuring people are fed is Q: What are you most looking for-

in the Africa Council and two committees fundamental to growing wealth and pros- ward to in your new role?

is a testament to our shared commitment to perity.
finding solutions to key issues, particularly in To feed people, we must have quality, A: Meeting members, broadening the
the areas of employee and food safety” well-maintained logistics infrastructure. reach and relevance of GCCA in Africa

Matthew’s immediate priority will be final- There is so much governments can do and overall, making a positive difference.
izing the program and details of the African
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Cold Chain Conference, which will take place
at The Westin, Cape Town, South Africa, from
22 to 23 August. Thocher explains, “Bringing
members together to learn and make con-
nections is what GCCA does best, and our
fast-growing Africa conference is something
we are extremely proud of””

Speaking Up for the Cold Chain
Providing a voice for the cold chain in the
places where decisions are made is a core stra-
tegic priority. GCCA has been investing in the
people and resources necessary to do this job
more effectively in more places worldwide.

In Paul Matthew, GCCA has recruited a
leader experienced in building relationships
and speaking out for the industry. He says,
“There is so much governments can do to
help us grow the cold chain across the African
continent. But there is also so much they can
do to get in the way of us being able to do that.
We can’'t assume they know this or will make
the right decisions if we don't participate in
the conversation” @

FOOD SAFETY IS ALWAYS
~cxmeo_ - IMPORTANT ... BUT EVEN

COLD CARRIER"

@y MORE SO IN A PANDEMIC.

FIND OUT HOW THE COLD CARRIER CERTIFICATION PROGRAM CAN:

IMPROVE YOUR OPERATIONS:
Guides your review & improvement of company practices
for the sanitary and safe shipment of perishables.

DEMONSTRATE YOUR COMMITMENT:
Shows your customers that you're doing your utmost to ensure the safety
and sanitation of perishable shipments, protecting their brand.

DIFFERENTIATE FROM YOUR COMPETITORS:
The Certification shows your status as a leader and
your commitment to improving the cold chain.

gcca.org/certifiedcoldcarrier
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